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CONFESSIONS OF A SPONGE DUCK 
 

     I'm kicking off 2019 not with a list of resolutions, goals or words of intention, but with 
a vision of a creature:  the sponge-duck.  Up top, it resembles a typical duck, armed in 
its practical coat of oiled feathers that hold in warmth, deflect rain and cause all sorts of 
offenses to roll of its back.  The underbelly, however, is soft and porous, absorbent and 
yielding; vulnerable, but a bit discerning in what it chooses to let in.  

 This fantastical sponge-duck creature holds all my usual hopes and aspirations – to care less about 
what other people think, to be less of a perfectionist myself, and to be more resilient to the daily news (thus 
the top coat that deflects criticism, judgment and negativity), but also to be more grateful, more connected 
to friends and family, and to spend more time on what brings joy (soaking it all up through the spongy side).  
All of this takes place while paddling through or being pulled along by currents beyond my control. 

 How can I make the sponge-duck my 2019 spirit animal?  In addition to re-starting my usual (and 
sometimes short-lived) spiritual practices of daily prayer, better self-care and music-making, I expect that 
leading the COVENANT Bible Study will play a big part in developing this spongy resilience.  COVENANT is no 
typical Bible study – this course moves through various books of scripture and asks questions about life today 
in order to develop more deeply our understanding of relationship with God and one another.  Relationship 
is the key ingredient in the stream upon which my sponge-duck floats.  If relationship is where your spirit-
animal resides, join us every first and third Wednesday at noon in the church library for this engaging study.  

 The sponge-duck may have been the apostle Paul's spirit-animal too, for Paul had experienced much 
that he needed to either deflect or absorb before he wrote these words of advice to the church in Philippi:  
“Finally beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think 
about these things.  Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, 
and the God of peace will be with you.”  - Philippians 4:8-9   

 May you likewise soak up those things that are true, honorable, just, pure, pleasing and commenda-
ble in 2019! 

 

In Christ,  

Tiffany 

COVENANT BIBLE STUDY brings folks to-

gether at table with Bible scholars and 

pastors who are real people, with real 

questions like "why are we here?" and 

"how do we get along?"  You can still join 

this study, which meets first and third 

Wednesdays at noon.  Participant guides 

are just $10 and can be ordered through 

the church office.    
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SPIRITUAL FORMATION: CHURCH 
SCHOOL ACTIVITES 

  

     Some FRIENDLY 
BEASTS joined our 6 
p.m. Christmas Eve 
Service this year, in 
the form of some 
familiar faces dis-
guised as doves, don-
keys, sheep and 
cows.  What a fun 
way to hear the story 
of Jesus’s  birth.  
Thanks to Joe Thor-
stenson and Brandon 
Mattson for accom-
panying our children 
on this special Christ-
mas song.   
 
 Our Church School classes for pre-school 
through 5th grade continue to enjoy the new Illus-
trated Children’s Ministry Curriculum—have you seen 
the beautiful poster hanging in the narthex?  These 
complex coloring sheets have made their way into 
the fellowship hall as well, and they are just one way 
that our Church school helps the stories of the Bible 
come alive for our youngest members.  

 
 On January 27, our Church School kids will be 
learning more about Montana de Luz and sharing a 
meal a lot like with the children in Honduras might 
eat.  Church School Families—please plan to join us 
for the fun, starting with music time at 9:30 and con-
tinuing through worship.   
  
 Thanks to all who supported the annual Youth 
“Magnify the Light” project.  We delivered gifts and 
household goods to six households totaling 30 peo-
ple!  Other upcoming events for youth include WIN-
TERFEST at Big Rapids Feb 8-10 and TRIENNIUM 2019 
this July—details and registration forms can be found 
in the Youth Room.   

 

Our Children’s Ministry couldn’t happen without the  volun-

teers like Patrick McCafferty who give their time to be with 

our kids.  We need teachers—can you give one Sunday a 

month to help with Church School?  Contact Meg Waddell.  

Some of our kids have now graduated from the nursery and 

enjoy a simpler rendition of our Church School curriculum in 

their own special classroom.   
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
Save the Date—Thrift/Bake Sale 

April 27, 2019 

 Presbyterian Women are once again having their 
Annual Thrift/Bake Sale.  Start out the new year and 
set aside items for this sale.  We’ll be setting up in the 
church starting on Thursday, April 25th after 3:00 pm, 
Friday, April 26th after 9:30 am to 3:00 pm.  Volun-
teers needed to help with the setting up of furniture, 
books, electronics, etc.  Contact Jan Wilder on her 
cell phone at 352-1450 for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Presbyterian Women will continue to hold 
monthly business and planning meetings on the 4th 
Wednesday of every month at 10 a.m.  There is no 
January meeting—the next regular meeting is Febru-
ary 27.  The Presbyterian Women-sponsored COVE-
NANT Bible Study meets the first and third Wednes-
days of the month at noon, and is open to anyone 
who would like to participate.  Participant guides are 
just $10 and can be purchased through the church 
office.   

SPONSORSHIP PROGRAM  
MONTANA de LUZ 

 

 Before coming to Montana de Luz, Loida was 
found orphaned and in a situation of social risk.  She 
arrived at Montana de Luz in May 2010, when she 
was 11 months old.  Loida is one of the younger chil-
dren at Montana de Luz.  Because of negligence and 
lack of stimulations in her first year of life, Loida came 
to the program delayed for her age.  She now attends 
school in Nuevo Parafso with many of the other chil-
dren and is in the fourth grade.  Loida used to go by 
the name Lola, but recently has preferred not to use 
her nickname.  Loida does not have any contact with 
relatives.  She is always happy when groups come to 
visit Montana de Luz. 
 

 Loida is now 8 years old.  Math is her favorite sub-
ject in school.  Her favorite color is blue and her favor-
ite animal is a cat.  Her favorite tings to do are making 
bracelets, playing board games and helping in the 
kitchen.  Loida wants to be a cook when she grows 
up. 
 

 Loida is one of two children supported by financial 
contributions from our congregation.  She would love 
to get letters, cards or pictures from us.  Talk to Eleda 
Zygadlo (middi_77@yahoo.com) for more infor-
mation on mission trips and other opportunities to 
support this mission to create a home and family for 
children affected by HIV/AIDS in Honduras. 

 
Eleda Zygadlo 

Mission Commission Chairperson 

Presbyterian Women met for lunch at the Copper Grill in 

December.  What other fun events will we plan for 2019?  

In February, we will 

show our love for Loida 

and Eric at MDL with our 

Quarter Jar campaign.  If 

100 families can save 

one quarter every day in 

February, we can spon-

sor both of our MDL kids 

for another year.   

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjNqe35kO7fAhWrj4MKHcx3AbUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.masterfile.com%2Fsearch%2Fen%2Fquarters%2Band%2Bdimes%2Bin%2Ba%2Bjar&psig=AOvVaw0moW9M_YcjiQvg8V-Jd7RF&ust=1547584822
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 We will also host a Euchre Night at 7:00 pm on 
Saturday, January 26.  If you need to brush up on your 
Euchre skills, please call Marge McKee, come for a 
6:30 refresher.  We will host a GAMES night at 7:00 
p.m. on February 23 for all ages.  Come for a fun night 
out and bring a snack to share and your friends.    
 

 Soup-er Bowl Sunday is February 3, 2019 right 
after church.  Our Deacons and Elders will be provid-
ing many various soups and desserts, so come and 
enjoy.  Proceeds will be donated to Eleanor’s Pantry.  
Valentine boxes will be packed on that day also-
please make sure you have the names and addresses 
for your college students turned in—we don’t want to 
miss anyone! 
 

 Lastly, we have a reservation for the May 31st 
2019 Kalamazoo Growler’s Game.  This is a fun filled 
game, with plenty of field activities and fireworks!!  
Please Save-the-Date, and kick off the summer with a 
great night out.  See Jan Ogden for details. 
 
DID YOU KNOW that 
for many years, stu-
dents from Van Buren 
Intermediate School 
District have provided 
cleaning services at 
our church?  This rela-
tionship helps us keep 
our fellowship hall 
ready for daily activi-
ties, and gives the stu-
dents vocational ex-
perience.  Deacons 
and others recently 
helped us show our  
current cleaners, 
Sonia and Alysia, 
some much-deserved 
appreciation.  Here 
they are being presented with a gift certificate and 
cookies as a “thank you” for the great job they do 
every Monday morning. 

Jan Ogden 
Deacon Co-Moderator 

DEACON UPDATE 
  
 Hoping everyone had a wonderful, blessed Christ-
mas with family and friends!   The church was beauti-
ful for all the services, and a BIG Thank you to all who 
ordered poinsettias.  Many of these poinsettias were 
shared with our church family unable to attend the 
services.  
 

 Caroling to several homes and assisted living folks 
was a big hit for all those participating.  Thank you to 
all 20 singers who joined the group for that special 
event.  Thank you also to Sally Schallhorn, who made 
a wonderful Chili supper to warm the singers on their 
return to church.  
 

  
 We now ring in the New Year with a lack of snow, 
delaying your entries in our 5th annual snowman con-
test (no easy task to complete with no snow)!  We 
hope to be selecting a winner in March-so-when you 
can-create your snowman and send in a picture-the 
more the merrier!  We will again have a gift certifi-
cate for the Strand Theatre. 
 

 Pot Luck dinners are back and will be held on the 
third Thursdays (January 17 and  February 21) begin-
ning at 6:00 p.m.  Just bring a dish to share and table 
service and enjoy a meal with our church family! Eve-
ryone is welcome. 
 

Deacons present and past join voices with others singing 

Christmas carols at Maple Lake Assisted Living.   
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ADMINISTRATION COMMISSION 

 The Administration Commission (Elders Mar Tuck-
er, Michael Seymoure, Tom Baney and Kathy 
McGuire, and Treasurers Jean Hatton and Frieda Dur-
inger) continue to work hard to make sure every pen-
ny given to and spent by this church is done with 
transparency and accountability.  The Commission 
closed out 2018 by focusing on preparing a draft 
budget for 2019, which was approved by Session in 
December and will be presented to the Congregation 
at the Annual meeting on February 24.  

 The 2019 budget is very similar to the 2018 budg-
et, with a bit of growth in both income and expenses, 
thanks to an increase in pledged giving for 2019.  So 
far for 2019, contributors have pledged over  
$150,000 to the General Fund, which is the operating 
account used to pay for all staff salaries, utilities and 
building maintenance, supplies and program expens-
es (like Sunday school curriculum and worship aids).  
Like the 2018 budget, the 2019 budget projects the 
possibility of a small deficit, but one that can be man-
aged as it has in years past with careful oversight of 
Session and support from reserved funds. 

 Want to know more about how the church man-
ages its money?  The Administration will conduct its 
Annual Financial Review of 2018 accounts on 
Wednesday, January 23 at 2 p.m.  This review is 
open to the congregation to observe, and follows a 
set format designed to insure the accuracy of our fi-
nancial records.   Please contact the church office if 
you plan to attend so adequate seating can be ar-
ranged.   

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: 
CALLING THE CALLED 

 

 Did you know that “Presbyterian” means a church 
governed by the people, and specifically, “Elders” -  
not someone who is necessarily older, but those who 
are spiritually mature and capable of caring for the 
congregation.   

 Do you know someone who works on their spiritu-
al maturity?  Someone who has the faith to care for 
other's needs as well as their own?  The work of the 
Nominating Committee is to prayerfully discern 
(listen, understand and receive God's will regarding) 
those who God calls to serve as leaders in our church.   

 Our Presbyterian way of doing things requires that 
a majority of the folks on our Nominating Committee 
be made up of “members at large,” that is, folks who 
are not currently serving as Deacons or Elders and 
who should play an important role in determining 
who God is calling to lead our church.  If you have the 
gifts of time, prayer and a desire to get to know peo-
ple, please consider serving on the 2019 committee, 
which will be most active in late August and Septem-
ber.  Any active member can be nominated to serve, 
and elections will be held at the February 24 Congre-
gational meeting.  

 If you think you might be called to call the called, 
talk to Pastor Tiffany or any member of the 2018 
Nominating Committee (Jan Wilder, Pat Peters, Kathy 
McGuire, Mar Tucker or George Bolton) or our recent 
Nom-Com alumni (including Royal Haefner, Tom 
Shoemaker, Jerry Dundon and Rick Diemer). 

WORKING TOGETHER Deacons and Elders get to know 

each other better at the Church Leadership retreat.   
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CHANCEL CHOIR 
 
 The Chancel Choir will continue in the new year 
with Thursday night rehearsals from 7 to 8 p.m., and 
will now be singing on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of 
the month. We will also continue to sing in a variety 
of styles.  

 As the year turns, I'd like to say a few words 
about what choir is about. The music we sing isn't a 
performance, it's a ministry, both to the congrega-
tion, singers, and other musicians. Music can help 
elevate the spirit, and the words are often powerful 
too. The reason why I personally feel called to the 
music ministry is because when I am involved in mu-
sic making at church, I feel closer to God, and I feel 
more strongly the impact of the Word.  
 

 If you currently sit in the pews, and feel your spir-
it lifting while singing your favorite hymn, perhaps 
that could be a reason to consider joining the choir. 
There is no need to judge whether you should join 
the choir based on how people judge other people's 
voices. God gave you your voice, and if using it to 
praise Him in His house brings you closer to Him, 
then that certainly "qualifies" you to participate in 
the choral ministry, regardless of musical experience.  
  

 If you are interested in exploring this ministry, 
you can contact me, Chris Gray, at 
cgray0721@gmail.com or at 740-491-6348.  All are 
of course,  welcome to drop in on Thursday evenings 
unannounced as well.  

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
Come and see what you’re missing!  

      Men’s Breakfast 

      Every 4th Saturday 

           8:30 a.m.   
 

2019:      Jan.   26, 2019   Feb.  23          Mar.  23  

                 Apr.   27             May  25          Jun.   22 

                 Jul.   27               Aug.  24          Sept  28 

                 Oct.   26             Nov. 16           Dec.  21  

MISSION GIVING BEYOND  
OUR BUDGET 

 

 In addition to the generous support to our General 
and Capital Funds, contributors have also pledged 
$2,770  in per capita for the coming year, which sup-
ports the Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly 
Levels of our denomination.  We also give generously 
to a variety of mission and service efforts.  In 2018, 
this congregation also gave: 

 

 $ 242 to Eleanor's Pantry 

 $ 1,741.75 to United Christian Services 

 $ 483 to PCUSA Cents-Ability (hunger relief) 

 $ 445 to Wings of God 

 $ 236 to Decatur Shelter 

 $ 500+ to Prisoner/Re-entering Citizen  

     Support 

 $ 6,000 to Syrian Refugee Support (*includes a 
$5,000 Welcome grant we obtained from the Synod—
our per capita giving at work!) 

 Thanks to all for your faithful giving towards the 
mission of our church and our mission partners! 

Is God calling you to add your voice?  Singers of all levels of 

experience are needed to fill our Chancel Choir.   

mailto:cgray0721@gmail.com
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Editor’s Note:  The birthdays and anniversaries  are  computer-generated.   If we are missing your special day  or our 
information is incorrect, please notify Sue in the church office at 657-3111 or email: firstpres1@btc-bci.com. 

NOTICE: 
ANNUAL FINANCIAL REVIEW  

JANUARY 23 @ 2 p.m. 
 

       The Annual Financial Review for 2018 will be con-
ducted by the Administration Commission in the 
church office on Wednesday, January 23 from 2 – 
3:30 p.m.  The Congregation is welcome to observe.  
 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 24 

 
      The Annual Congregational Meeting for the pur-
pose of receiving the 2018 Annual Report and en-
dorsing the 2019 budget will be held on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 24, during or just after the 10 a.m. worship 
service.  Other items of business at this meeting will 
include election of members-at-large to the 2019 
Officer Nominating Committee.    Active members are 
asked to come exercise their responsibility to vote, 
and all are welcome to attend and learn more about 
our ministries.   

                                     BIRTHDAYS 
1/07 Tom Baney 1/17 Conner Welling  
1/08 Rick Diemer 1/21 Jerry Dundon 
1/10 Dee Outman 1/23 Judy Combs 
1/12 Mary Diemer 1/26 Catey Smith 
  
2/01 Koty Combs 2/15 Chase Simonds  
2/01 Caleb Vanderveen 2/16 Allen McNeil 
2/04 Jan Ogden 2/20 River Diemer  
2/07 Bill Welling 2/23 Lydia Kusmack  
2/07 Jaylin Wells 2/25 Nicole Mroczek  
2/09 Erin Paynich 2/26 Anneliese Bradish 
2/11 Karen Wellman 2/26 Monica Marlowe  
2/11 Karen Wellman 2/27 Kylie Combs  
2/12 Mary Burkett 2/28 Logan McCafferty 
2/13 Nancy Boven  2/28 Patrick McCafferty 
2/15 Judith Haefner 2/28 Dave Suter 

ANNIVERSARIES 

1/22   Wayne & Mar Martin 
1/24   Tom & Pam Baney 
 
2/18    Bill & Sandra Henson 

LONG RANGE PLANNING  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 The Long Range Planning Team continues to meet 
the first Thursday of the month at 9:00 a.m. Anyone 
is welcome to come share your ideas and thoughts on 
our plans for a new entrance on the west side of the 
building and an expansion of our parking lot.   
 
 The Team is currently working on some issues to 
get approval of the plan from the village.  More de-
tails will be provided in the 2018 Annual Report.   

 Jerry Dundon 
Moderator 
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 COVENANT Bible Study meets first and third Wednesdays (Jan 16, February 6 & 20) in the church 
library.  It’s not too late to join this class about growing in relationship with God and one another.  

 Mission Commission—Meets third on Thursday (January 17th and February 21st) at 11 a.m., and 
then moves to the monthly United Christian Services lunch at noon.   

 Deacon’s Potluck Dinners—resumes on third Thursdays, (January 17th and February 21st) at 6:00 
p.m.  in Fellowship Hall.  Bring a dish to share, your own tableware.  Friends welcome. 

 Chancel Choir Practices—Thursdays at 7 p.m. in the Choir Room.  All singers welcome! 
 Men’s Breakfasts  - resumes on the fourth Saturdays (January 26th and February 23rd) at 8:30 a.m. in 

Fellowship Hall. 
 ShareNet —meets second and fourth Tuesdays at 10:00 am.  Come join our ministry of care.   
 Presbyterian Women — next meeting February 27th at 10:00 in the library. 
 Deacon’s Game Nights—Euchre night is Saturday, January 26th at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Also, 

February 23rd will be Game night @ 6.30.  Bring your favorite snacks to share & friends! 
 Soup-er Bow Sunday - February 3rd in Fellowship Hall.  More information to come. 
 Paw Paw Community Choir —Practices resume Monday (January 21st) from 7:00-8:30 pm meeting in 

Fellowship Hall.   
 
Deacon’s Valentine Cookies  - Do you have college students attending college 
away from home?  Our Deacons will send them cookie care packages for the 
holidays.  Call the church office at (269) 657-3111 to get your  
student(s) on the list. 

mailto:firstpres1@btc-bci.com

